
You have a huge enthusiasm 
and passion for Bundoran – 
what is it that you love about 
the town?

I love the sense of localness 
in Bundoran. I think everyone 
from here who goes away, be 
it to Dublin or further afield, 
always ends up coming back. 
I have had this conversation 
with so many people recently 
and there just seems to be 
some draw. I’ve never really 
been able to explain or under-
stand it but there’s just some-
thing about the community 
here. It’s just home, simple as 
that, and a great local place. 
You go into a place and to coin 
the phrase from the ‘Cheers’ 
song, where everyone knows 
your name. I just feel very 
comfortable here. It’s a very 
welcoming place and great to 
come and visit.

You’ve only been in the job 
for one month, but from what 
you’ve learned so far, how 
has the recession impacted 
on Bundoran from a tourism 
point of view?

You notice that places are 
a lot quieter and from talking 
to people, they give similar 
feedback. However, it is start-
ing to pick up again and St. 
Patrick’s weekend was great 
for Bundoran in terms of the 
number of people who were 
here. Although at the start of 
the weekend, one publican 
said that no-one had been into 
him until 4 o’clock in the after-
noon on the Saturday, which 
was unusual but a sign I think 
that people are going out later. 
Thankfully, people still have 
money to spend and they’ll go 
out for a few drinks, dinner or 
to the local attractions. The 
regular visitors are still com-
ing but again it goes back to 
the family tradition of com-
ing to Bundoran for a specific 
event, be it St. Patrick’s Day 
or Easter. A lot of people have 
been doing it since they were 
kids and now they are grown 
up and taking their kids here. 
So in that sense, Bundoran is 
very much a traditional town 
and a big family place. We 

have been involved with Fáilte 
Ireland’s Family Friendly initia-
tive for a number of years and 
Bundoran is one of the main 
centrepoints in Donegal in 
terms of the accommodation 
and attractions available.

As the new Tourism Officer, do 
you think Bundoran will be an 
easy place to sell?

Aside from all the great at-
tractions, all you have to do 
is look around. We have had 
something fantastic events 
here in recent years including 
the Eurosurf in 2011, which 
sold Bundoran right across 
Europe as a surfing venue. 
That was a fantastic ten days 
for Bundoran when we were 
blessed with both the waves 
and weather and the town just 
looked at its absolute peak. 
Right in front of the Tourist 
Office here you’ve got the 
magnificent Donegal Bay then 
there’s Main Beach, Tullan 
Strand and beautiful scenery 
surrounded by the mountains 
so it’s a very picturesque 
spot.

How would you promote 
Bundoran as a great place 
to visit to someone who had 
never heard of it before?

Bundoran really has some-
thing to offer everyone. If you 
want to do sports, relax or 
have the craic, you’ll find it 
all here. Even you just want 
to come here and hibernate, 
you’ll still have everything you 
need. You can walk, whether 
at Roughey, West End or on 
one of the many local trails 
around town. You can party 
your socks off - go out at night 
and sleep all day or go fish-

ing, horse riding or surfing. 
There’s also the cinema, bowl-
ing, kids activity areas, indoor 
and outdoor playgrounds. 
Every kind of activity that 
you want to do is right here in 
Bundoran and that’s our main 
selling point. It’s a great place 
for kids also. Waterworld is 
re-opening this Good Friday 
after a €1.6million renovation 
project meaning Bundoran is 
now home to Ireland’s biggest 
indoor aqua adventure play-
ground. The new attractions 
include a Galleon Ship, Grav-
ity Speed Slide, three lane 
multi slide which will be great 
for families who want to do 
mini races, an aqua slide for 
kids and for the first time, a 
toddler pool. This means we 
have increased the age range 
of people who can visit Water-
world, making it an ideal place 
for the whole family to visit.

How do you hope to further 
develop and enhance what 
Bundoran has to offer in your 
new role?

Media and PR are my back-
ground so the main priority 
will be giving existing attrac-
tions and events a bigger 
push - make the information 
readily available for people 
who want to come and visit 
the town - people who come 
to Bundoran must enjoy the 
experience of being here and 
I’ll do what I can to help them 
get from a-b easily, not hav-
ing them jump through 10 

hoops to get one small piece 
of information that they might 
need - things like that - some-
times it’s just the little things 
as the big things look after 
themselves.  I’m also using 
our social media channels - 
Facebook, Twitter and now 
Instagram to further enhance 
what Bundoran has to offer by 
publishing a Photo of the Day 
which shows off the beauty 
of the town and the fabulous 
amenities it offers - social 
media is a huge and free mar-
keting resource which used 
effectively can generate an 
amazing amount of interest.

Have you set yourself a target 
of where you would like to see 
Bundoran in a year’s time?

It’s early days yet and while 
I’m still settling in to the role 
I suppose my target is to see 
Bundoran remain as popular 
as it always has been - I’d like 
to see it gain a reputation for 
some great events happening 
all year round - I was delighted 
with the success last year of 
both the Lifeboat Soapbox 
Race and the Belle of Bun-
doran as two new events for 
the town and these have firmly 
become part of the annual cal-
endar of events for Bundoran 
now.  I would like there to be 
always something happening 
in Bundoran.  Years ago we 
were just a two-three month a 
year tourist town - now we’re 
all year round thanks to such 
diverse things as surfing and 

country music - I’ll be working 
hard to maintain and enhance 
that.

Where would you see as being 
Bundoran’s main competitors 
as a top tourist destination or 
is it simply a unique spot?

Bundoran really is unique 
in itself. The nearest seaside 
town is Strandhill in Sligo but 
it’s much smaller and not on 
the same par. The only towns 
that Bundoran has been lik-
ened to are Salthill in Galway, 
Tramore in Waterford and La-
hinch in Clare, which are all 
well dotted around the coun-
try.

Sea Sessions in June is 
obviously the big Bundoran 
event of the summer but what 
else is on the cards over the 
coming months?

Once again, we’ll be host-
ing the Soapbox Race in aid 
of Bundoran RNLI on the June 
Bank Holiday weekend, which 
was a huge success last year, 
attracting a crowd of at least 
2,000 people. We are in the 
early stages of planning a his-
tory event around Hertiage 
Week, focusing on the rail-
way, World War 2 and the 
music history of the town 
by way of exhibitions and 
talks. On Easter Monday, we 
have Bundoran Community 
Development Group’s Com-
munity Day, which will see 
the launch of our main Gath-
ering event, a Photographic 
Exhibition of the town down 
through the years. Also we 
have the ongoing Country 
Music weekends in the ho-
tels – there’s generally some-
thing on in the town on a 
weekly basis. Bundoran will 
also feature in one of the four 
Donegal TV Gathering shows 
being spearheaded by Paul 
McLoone and will be filmed 
here in town at the start of 
April. They will air over the 
four Thursdays in April on 
the SKY Showcase channel 
and it will be available online 
thereafter.

You’re not alone in the job 
though as you’re working 
in conjunction with Erne 
Enterprise, Bundoran 
Town Council and Discover 
Bundoran?

It’s a team effort but I think 
people were happy to see me 
take on the job because of all 
the past work I’ve done in pro-
moting Bundoran. Some are 
coming to me with their own 
ideas of what we should do 
and I’m taking stock of it all. 
The Discover Bundoran group 
of businesses in particular 
are very enthusiastic when it 
comes to getting people into 
town and making things hap-
pen. I guess I’d be the key 
person to start the ball rolling 
on a lot of things. I’m looking 
forward to that challenge very 
much. I have lots of ideas and 
I’m eager to get stuck into 
them!
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Donegal Living Links is a voluntary organisation provid-
ing practical help, information and support to persons 
bereaved by suicide.

If you have been bereaved or affected in anyway by 
suicide, please contact the Donegal Living Links Sup-
port Co-Ordinator on (087) 9286007.

The Living Links Listening/Support Service is free 
of charge and available to anyone in the community 
including emergency personnel, Gardai and clergy etc. 
who have in any way been affected by suicide.  

We hold a Support Group on the last Monday of every 
month at 8pm in the Family 
Enrichment Centre, Stranorlar.  This gives people the 
opportunity to meet others who have also lost people 
in their lives to suicide.
Contact on (086) 2482080 for more details.

Facebook: Living Links Donegal 

Webpage:  www.livinglinks.ie 

Email: donegal@livinglinks.ie

Bundoran man Shane Smyth was recently appointed 
as the new full time Tourism Officer for his hometown. 
He spoke to the Donegal Post’s Lauren Harte this week 

about his new role, which he juggles alongside being 
the volunteer lifeboat press officer for Bundoran RNLI 
and host of the daily drive-time show on Ocean FM.

ABOVE: Shane Smyth at the 
Bundoran Tourist Office this week.
RIGHT: Waterworld Lifeguards 
ready for opening on Good Friday.
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