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With Shane Smyth

To walk away from a steady job in your chosen industry
is hard. To walk away from one that involves being ﬂown
to London to interview international ﬁlm stars at the
height of the worst recession in over 20 years without
any work lined up is crazy. But Shane Smyth is nothing if
not a man who follows his heart and does what he genuinely believes to be the right thing. Maybe that’s why he

is constantly being asked to help out and grow
the public proﬁles of everything from the local
Lifeboat crew to GAA fundraisers and Eurosurf
– all for Free. Thankfully, the Bundoran man has
secured work and is now broadcasting to people
across Donegal, Sligo and Leitrim on Ocean FM’s
drive Time Show as he told Daniel Browne this week.

How did you ﬁrst get into radio?
I have always been interested in
the media. I remember having that
interest from when I was seven or
eight years old. The story I always
tell is I was fascinated as to where
the newsreaders legs were. It wasn’t
enough for me to know they were
there I wanted to be behind the
scenes so I could see how it was all
done.
Honestly it was probably TV that
I wanted to get into most but
radio was a lot easier to get work
placement and eventually I suppose
I just sort of fell into it. It was a
medium I really fell in love with.
When I ﬁnished school I went to
college in Ballyfermot where I did
a degree in media production and
management.
I noticed as part of that that TV
was such a big deal to get anything
done. In radio its simple equipment
and really it can be just you and a
microphone. I think it is the most
intimate of all media and allows you
create images and stories in people’s
minds through the simple use of
words.
What have the high points of your
career been to date?
There have been a lot of
‘moments’ over the years
from very funny behind
the scenes and off air
moments to almighty
bloopers on the behalf
of some people I was
working with.
I know it might sound a
bit trite but actually the
moments that have given
me my greatest level of
satisfaction have been
the ones that are involved
with Bundoran. Whether
it is helping out with
something like Eurosurf
or interviewing a local
business that I know will
get a beneﬁt out of being
on air. I really like helping
out my hometown. It’s a
great place to live I think
anyone with a life in the area is lucky
and I want to help and do my part for
the area.
Have you had the opportunity to
meet some interesting people?
Radio is a funny medium. Because
it is easy to get a clip from someone
and people are always trying to get
their message heard or their voice
out there, you can end up meeting
lots of different people.

The way I look at it if you aren’t as
happy as you’d like at work then you
may as well be happy at home. I
have started getting into my ﬁtness
and training and I’m loving that. I am
doing a lot of training and I’m hoping
to pass my beach lifeguard test.
What was the response from people
when you said you were quitting?
People said I was crazy I mean who
gives up a good job at a time like
this. But I wasn’t happy and my
friends and family understood that
because what I do, radio production,
is like a trade I was conﬁdent enough
that I’d always ﬁnd something in it.
But If I hadn’t have got something
tied down in the ﬁrst few months
I would have begun to get a bit
nervous. I had done some voluntary
work in the public relations sector for
Eurosurf and the lifeboat locally and
those people were very supportive.
Either way I was going to take some
time out I’m just really lucky it has
turned out that I now have some
regular work as well as the charity
things.
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fellas with whom I had no hassle, so
I think Seinfeld must have just been
a bit of a ******.

One of the things I did when
working on Q102 in Dublin was
an entertainment slot. As part of
that I used to interview any of the
stars that were pushing a movie.
Sometimes I had to go over the
London. In particular I remember
interviewing Halle Berry. She was
very nice and polite but honestly I
can say she didn’t have much of a
personality.
I think the worst I ever had was with

the comedian Jerry Seinfeld. I asked
the same standard question every
reviewer asks of any stars in all
these movies, ‘what did you think of
the movie yourself?’
He just looked at me and said ‘that’s
a stupid question. You’re going to
have to do better’. It totally threw
me. Honestly it was the longest six
minutes ever.
I also interviewed Ben Afﬂeck, Seth
Rogan and James Franco. All sound

At just 34 years old why did you
decide to jack in your job in Q102 in
Dublin?
I loved working in Q102 in Dublin. It
was a great job but I had been there
for 11 years. More than anything I
suppose I wanted a change.
If I am being honest with myself
though there was a part of me that
has always been a bit of a home bird
and I saw that when I was working
on Eurosurf. I just loved being about
home and away out of Dublin.
Also I think I had challenged
myself as much as I could in my
role in Q102 and I wanted to have
something fresh to challenge myself.
I liked Dublin, but I never loved it and
when I stopped ﬁnding my role as
rewarding as I’d like, it highlighted
the need to get the hell out of the
city and spend some time back home
with family and friends.

You’ve started doing a show on
Ocean FM, what’s that about?
I have a lot of friends in Ocean and I
think it’s a good solid station. I was
delighted when I got the call to host
the Ocean Drive programme for the
time being.
I am on from Monday to Friday from
4pm to 7pm. I am loving it and I feel
I can relate with the listeners in the
North West a lot more than I would
have done in Dublin.
The show is a good mix of music,
information and entertainment
news nothing to in your face. I think
it’s nice for people to have a good
alternative to all those late afternoon
talk shows that are all doom and
gloom.
What else are you involved in at the
moment?
Good question. Everything!! I
suppose locally the main ones I am
helping out with are the ‘Belle of
Bundoran’, which is a GAA fundraiser
and of course my ongoing work with
the lifeboat. I am a member of the
show crew at the moment and hope
to qualify to be part of the boat crew
before long. Its a big commitment
but something I am very passionate
about” he said.
Shane is a presenter with Ocean FM
and lives with his parents Marie and
Joe Smyth in Bundoran as does his
brother David and his family.

